Morris, WiLLiam (1834-1896)

Mogrris, WiLLIAM [{1834-18%6) An impor-
tant fgure m the history of socialist® journalism,
William Merris has been eredited with bringing a

literary* and acsthetic dimension o the British so-

cialist movement. Throughout his professional life

(1852-1896) as an author, d-.-:d;;u-r socialist and
fine-press publisher*, William Moris contribured
o, edired* and financed journalism in Oxford and
London. Because he had sa many spheres of activi-
ty: his journalistic endeavours cannot be separared

from his other pursuits. Morris addressed a wide
audience, |.1m.~c-.-|_1.r['|:'.i|1g about d-.':ci-l_uL l'-.'.m:j.'. prace
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and racial and sacial equality. Afer taling his de-
gree from Oxford in 1855, he supporned and con-
tributed to the Chford and Cansbridge Magazine (]
Jan.-Diec. 1836]. .-*d:huugh b gave up the editor-
ship after only nine days, his contriburions o this
literary ‘little magazine' foreshadow his later life-
long interests including “The Story of the
Unknown Church’ (architecture),  reviews*  of
Browning and Ruskin {poetry® and literature), “Sy-

end and |1|- Brethren’ (Mordic lore) and *A Night in
a Cathedral” (socialism).

Between 1869 and 1888, Morris contribuored
signed articles o the Farmnightly Beviaw®, impor-
tantly “The Revival of Architecure’ (June 1858)
and “The Revival of Handicraft” (Dec. 1888 To-
pether, Morris contributed to 38 newspapers and
journals throughour the United Kingdom on sub-
jocts as diverse as the "Eastem Question’, proposed
destruction of historical buildings, Pre-Raphaelie
poetry and the need for social equality in England.

During his brick membership of the Social Dem-
ocratic Federation, Morris helped
mevement’s perindical fura® and kept the publi-
cation afloat by regular financial contributions. fr-
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tice helped to stablish Morriss reputation as a sa-
cialist writer with his 33 articles for the journal,
publishing commentary such as "Socialism in Eng-
land in 1884" (1884) and ‘A Factory As [t Might Be'
{ 1884), short stories such as ‘An Old Fable Rerold
{(1884) and poetry such as “The Vaice of Toil
{1884). Ar the end of 1884 Morris broke with the
Federation and its leader Hyndman® o found the
Sacialist Leapue and a new periodical, the Cone-
manngeal®. Mornss journalism for Commenweal is
especially prolific; 433 articles include the serialized
wors®* with Momiss most famous socialist wor in-
cluding “Howe We Live and How We Might Live'
{(1887), “Pilgrims of Hape' (1885-1886), ‘A Death
Sang’ (1889}, ‘A Dircam of John Ball' { 1886-1 887
and “Mews from Mewhere' (1890).

When Morns was ousted as editor in 1890, he
continued his financial support of the periodical,
and his final contribution was “Where Are We
Mow' (Mov, 1890, As the Socialist League disinte
grated under Anarchist pressures, Momis worked
[m'.r.erk building socialist unity in Britain, refusing
tor join any group and writing for vanous periodi-
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